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             13th March 2020 
Dear Parent/Carer           
 
Subject: - Academy Sponsorship – Coastal Learning Partnership 
 
Following my previous letter in December 2019, I am now writing to inform you that a decision has been taken  
for the school to join Coastal Learning Partnership, a Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) based in Poole, Dorset.  
This decision was taken by the Headteachers Board, a representative body that decides on applications overseen  
by the Regional Schools Commission (RSC).  
 
Whilst the decision has been taken by the Headteachers Board, the school have been fully consulted on the  
process throughout and we were given an opportunity to submit our views to the RSC prior to the decision  
being made. Coastal Learning Partnership (CLP) is a newly formed MAT which has come about through a merger  
of Harbourside Learning Partnership, Ocean Learning Trust and the Saturn Education Trust and now comprise  
15 Dorset schools with 5,500 pupils.  
 
Although a decision has been taken to join CLP, we will now go through a formal process of due diligence  
and consultation prior to joining CLP later in the year; we are anticipating forming part of the MAT in July 2020)  
Prior to that arrangements will be made for consultation sessions to be set up with parents and members of staff  
so that more detailed information can be shared so you have an opportunity to ask questions and raise any  
issues that you might have about the move. More information about those sessions we will be circulated in  
due course.  
 
We are currently working very closely with CLP, the Local Authority and the Salisbury Diocese to ensure that  
the transition to an academy is as smooth as possible and we are already making arrangements to ensure  
this happens and that any disruption to the school is kept to an absolute minimum.  
 
I want to reassure you that Mrs Griffiths and the Governing Body are very keen to make sure that we maintain  
the local character and Christian ethos of the school despite the proposed changes. Whilst there are bound to  
be some concerns about the future, we are confident that the strong progress the school is making can be  
continued when we eventually form part of CLP later in the year.  
 
We will aim to keep you updated with any developments and will of course provide more information about  
the formal consultations once we have agreed the dates.  
 
             PTO… 
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Kind Regards,  

 
 
 
 

Mike Glanville 
Chair of Governing Body 
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