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                    11th January 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Once again, I will start by thanking parents for their support and patience last week.  I have seen on the Microsoft 
Teams platform that some of you have really engaged with this new method of learning and have supported your 
child in opening the tasks set and submitting them online.  Thank you for your efforts with this.  By ensuring your 
child is following the learning that is set by the class teachers, we can work together to ensure they do not have 
gaps in their learning. This will help their curriculum provision to be disrupted as little as possible whilst they learn 
at home. 
 
A particular challenge of last week was the complete absence of Government guidance. Schools had to plan and 
make decisions without a proper structure. I am pleased that the much-anticipated Department for Education 
(DfE) advice finally arrived at the end of the week and we are now able to work through it. The central message of 
this advice is what we are now all familiar with: schools must be as ‘COVIDsecure’ as possible with minimal 
interactions between staff and pupils, maximum social distancing, plenty of hand hygiene and lots of ventilation 
(in spite of the cold!).  
 
Reading this latest guidance, I think it is important that our whole school community is aware of the many and 
conflicting demands placed on our school and on families at home. Schools are asked to become COVID-secure 
yet, at the same time, they must remain open to as many ‘eligible’ pupils as possible; they must provide a full 
curriculum but without too much interaction – and they must do all this whilst also providing a high quality remote 
learning experience which is similar to the education children would have in school. This is an extremely 
challenging set of expectations.  Nevertheless, all at Wool Primary are completely and totally committed to doing 
our very best to continue to develop our provision.  Aspiration and perseverance are two of our school values after 
all! 
 
With this in mind, we are hoping to begin to introduce some live teaching/interacting sessions as part of our 
remote education provision. Teachers are also going to be uploading pre-recorded inputs to support some 
learning activities.   We are going to begin by trialling this with Year 6 tomorrow so please expect a Parentmail 
later on today with further details if your child is in this year group.  Once we have addressed any teething 
problems, we will then begin to introduce some live teaching for other year groups too.  We will notify you on 
Parentmail to let you know when your child has a session happening.  I have therefore attached documents that 
have previously been shared with you though they have now been edited to reflect the most recent guidance with 
regards to safeguarding your child when learning at home.  Please ensure you make yourself and your child 
familiar with these things.  Live sessions will sometimes be recorded for safeguarding reasons and will be retained 
by the school. 
 
 

 

http://www/
mailto:office@woolprimary.dorset.sch.uk


  

www. woolprimary.com 
 

 
 
 
In light of the most recent guidance published at the end of last week, it is important to reflect on some ways that 
you as parents and carers can really help:  

 Even if you are a designated critical worker, only send your children to school if you really have no other 
option. It is possible that you requested and accepted a place on the basis of being a critical worker, but it 
may be that you feel that you could manage without it. You may, for example, be working from home and 
still able to supervise your child. If this is the case for you, please contact me as soon as possible to let me 
know when you can keep your child at home. This will enable the school to reduce overall numbers and 
help achieve social distancing to make it safer for pupils and staff alike. 

 If you have been notified by the school that your child is considered vulnerable in some way, please 
know you can send your child to school as normal. It is important that these children in particular are 
attending school regularly and if for some reason they cannot, parents/carers must discuss this with 
schools as soon as possible. We will of course continue this conversation over upcoming weeks in case your 
position changes. 

 Please be patient with remote learning. We are working really hard with this, getting all children (and 
parents!) up and running on ‘Microsoft Teams’, resolving technical issues, supporting families who do not 
have IT access and so on. Similarly, please remember our teachers are working this way for the first time 
and were not given much notice! This is all coming together well and will quickly develop as confidence 
grows for both staff, parents and pupils.  

 For those families who are still going onto the school site, please follow our requests to keep the site as 
covid secure as possible.  For example, limiting conversations with staff on the playground, always wearing 
a face covering, arriving for drop off/pick up on time, avoiding conversations with other parents on the 
playground.  Your attention to these things really will all contribute to helping our school to be safe, as will 
your adherence to government guidance outside of the school day.  

Please know that as a parent myself, I know what schools are asking is difficult. Nevertheless, minimising the 
number of children in school means we can reduce the chances of infection for those who have no choice but to 
be in school. It will also keep our staff as safe as possible and ensure they can produce a high standard of 
education for all pupils. 

The latest DfE advice assures us that, by the following the guidance, schools can reduce risk really well and create 
‘inherently safer environments’. Wool Primary – and the staff and pupils working in it – will be even safer if 
everyone plays their part. Thank you in advance for your help with this as it will help keep local numbers of 
infection low as well. 
 
I wish you all the very best as we navigate our way through the second week of the term.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Mrs E Griffiths 
Headteacher 
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