
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Newsletter 03                        
Friday 26th March 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Every Friday we end the school week with our virtual Celebrations and the sound of clapping is heard 
throughout the school.  This week, I am especially proud of all our pupils as they have shown great 
aspiration and perseverance whilst they have engaged with some assessment tasks.  There has also been 
lots of creativity going on, including designing collages, building bridges and getting muddy at Forest 
School! 
 
Our parent teacher consultations have begun to take place this week and will continue next week too.  
We really hope you find these conversations useful as we work together to discuss your child/ren as 
learners and young people.  We have prioritised time for these sessions before the Easter holidays as our 
vision for the school is one that is built on effective relationships between home and school.   
 
It was great to see that on our recent survey, overwhelmingly parents/carers felt that communication is 
effective and I think this is something we can all be proud of … it is a two-way skill after all!   
The last year has brought challenges where lots of our dialogue now takes place over email and the 
telephone, but I am thrilled that this important conversation still happens.  I hope the last year has 
showed that you can trust staff to act swiftly if you ever have questions and that no issue is too small!  
We love having the opportunity to reassure, give additional information or discuss the best ways forward 
with anyone who gets in touch.   
 
The Remote Learning Parent/Carer Survey also showed that 81% of families were satisfied with our 
remote learning provision and 90% felt their child/ren had regular feedback from their classteacher.  I 
was also proud that 91% of you felt that our school had continued to promote the school values and 
vision throughout lockdowns and this is testament to our joint desire to enable all children to flourish.  
Your responses will be used to inform our future planning in case we ever find ourselves in the situation 
of a partial school closure again.  We will be using your feedback regarding the activities you found to be 
most effective for your child as many of you felt live teaching inputs and paper based tasks were the 
most useful remote learning sessions. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend, 
 
Mrs E Griffiths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rooted in the community to grow and flourish 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed, Matthew 13: 31-32 

 

Easter Competition 

Last week we sent full information about our Easter Competition out to you via ParentMail. Thank you to 

those of you who have already submitted your entries and we look forward to receiving many more 

between now and the deadline of the 18th April.  



 

Life Education Visit 

We were very much looking forward to welcoming a member of the Coram Life Education team into 

school in January. Unfortunately, the visit has now been postponed again until the summer term due to 

the national lockdown. 

Thank you to the 33 families who have donated towards this event already, if you haven’t yet 

contributed but wish to, please do so via Sims Pay. If you are not registered to use Sims Pay, please 

contact the school office. We are suggesting a voluntary donation of £3.00 per child.  

We are extremely grateful to the PTFA who have generously agreed to subsidise this visit.   

 

Trackit Light Winners 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher has been replaced with a Treat from 

the Tray. Congratulations to all our winners this week. 

Parking and Roadworks/Road Closures 

As you may already be aware, some major roadworks are due to take place at the Woolbridge 

Roundabout in April. Please visit: 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/travel/travel-dorset/roadworks-road-closures.aspx 

to find out further information and for alternative routes. 

Could we please ask parents to refrain from parking opposite the school playground when dropping off 

and collection children. The road is very narrow and by parking there, it is making it very difficult for our 

school crossing patrol to keep everyone safe.  

Dorset Council SEND Survey 

Dorset Council have created a SEND survey which will give them a good understanding of our families’ 
experiences of accessing and using our services, and what they would like to see change. The survey will 
be available until 31 March and the feedback submitted will go towards updating the Dorset Special 
Educational Needs and Disability Strategy. 
 This feedback is so important as it will help them learn which areas are working well, and the areas that 
could be improved upon. Please share this with any one you know who uses Dorset Councils SEND 
services. Complete the survey. 
 They are offering the chance to win 4x National Trust Family memberships. All you have to do to win is 
complete the survey and email a screen-shot of the ‘thank you’ page to kim.saint@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk. 
 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/travel/travel-dorset/roadworks-road-closures.aspx
https://wh1.snapsurveys.com/s.asp?k=161253579478
mailto:kim.saint@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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‘Bugingham Palace’ in all its glory, is to be found next to raised garden beds near the entrance to 

Woodborough C.E. School. Clearly visible from the road, the bug palace/hotel was kindly provided and 

constructed by parents of pupils. It is a cheerful sign of welcome and generous hospitality to all in the 

school and in the wider community. It is also shows that the children are encouraged to take 

responsibility in caring for the rural environment around them. 

 

What a wonderful project: the children helped to decorate and furnish Bugingham Palace. They filled 

the royal rooms with all kinds of materials, like straw, twigs, hollow canes and sticks, providing natural 

shelter and safety for bugs to hide and rest from the winter storms and avoid predators. Nectar-rich 

flowers were planted on the roof of the palace, giving both food and protective shelter to butterflies and 

bees. New seeds and flowers will be planted when the temperature is right. This hospitality and care 

will be rewarded in time. For by caring for some of the tiniest and most fragile of God’s creatures, the 

children will encourage pollinators to emerge and bring vibrant life to the school gardens. 

 

This bug palace illustrates the nurturing work of a good church school. At Woodborough, the Head, 

staff and governors do their utmost to create an atmosphere where each child has a valued place in the 

Christian school community, where they can grow in body, mind and spirit: ‘A place where loving God 

and loving our neighbours is lived out in the daily life of the school’. This reminds me of the Parable of 

the Mustard Seed, where a tiny seed grows, gradually becoming a great tree, giving shelter to every 

kind of bird and creature. 

  

Let us pray for our schools, that as Easter approaches and spring settles in, with all the post-lockdown 

pressures to ‘catch up’, may there still be time to care for the smallest and most fragile things to grow 

and flourish into fruitfulness. May our schools be blessed in all their learning and working, and may they 

grow in love for God, love for neighbour and love for God’s good Creation. 
 

He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is 

like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet 

when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so 

that the birds of the air can make their nests in its shade.   

St Mark 4: 30 – 32 

‘All who arrive as guests are to be welcomed like Christ…’ 

 (Rule of St Benedict Chapter 53 
  

 



 

Reminders 

Please do not allow your children to climb on the railings or ride their bikes and scooters up and down 

the ramp at the front of the school.  

Chartwells have now published their summer menu. Please login to your child’s account to book meals 

for after Easter up until Friday 23rd July. https://dorset.mealselector.co.uk/ 

Meals for week commencing Monday 19th April must be booked by Sunday 10th April.  

Please remember that we are a Nut Free School, and thank you for ensuring your child does not bring 

any items into school that may contain nuts. Also, if your child has a medical condition or takes 

medication, please inform the school office about this to ensure the safety and welfare of your child 

whilst they are in our care.  

We are aware that some children are not currently wearing full school uniform. Please ensure your 

child wears a school tie with a white school shirt (not polo). PE kits should also be  

plain blue/black trousers/shorts and hoody with a school logo PE t-shirt.  

Attendance 

Class attendance figures are: 

Oak Class: 94.7% 

Willow Class: 97%  

Beech Class: 94.6% 

Chestnut Class: 95.4% 

Elm Class: 98.9% 

Whole School Attendance: 95.9% 

Notification of a child’s absence must be reported to the school office on each day of absence. A phone 

call or email must be received by the school office prior to 09:00 giving the reason for absence.  

Please use the pupil absence guide to help you make an informed decision about whether or not to 

send your child into school if they are feeling unwell.  

Please allow 48 hours after your child’s last occurrence of diarrhoea or vomiting before allowing them 

to return to school.  

Where possible, medical appointments should be made outside of school hours but on those occasions 

when this is not possible could we please ask you to provide evidence of the appointment. 
 

Diary Dates 

Sunday 28th March – Virtual Easter Messy Church – 16:00 

Thursday 1st April – Last Day of Term – 13:15 finish 

Friday 2nd April – Sunday 18th April – Easter Holidays 

Monday 19th April – Return to School 

Tuesday 20th April – Individual Photographs 

Wednesday 5th May – Virtual Parent Council Meeting – 09:30 

 

PTFA 

As you know, the challenge of lockdowns has not stopped the dedicated PTFA team from continuing to 

raise money. Just this week we have been able to use some of these funds to purchase tablets and 

cases to enhance our IT provision.  

On behalf of the children, staff and parents I want to thank the PTFA for their dedication and 

generosity. You are all stars! 


