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             8th January 2021 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I did not think my first Friday newsletter of the week would be written during a partial school closure. We have 
all certainly faced a lot of changes since Monday's announcement.  Thank you for all you have done for your 
child/ren this week.  One of our school values is 'perseverance' and if I could award you all with a certificate for 
showing this attribute this week then I would!  As you know, staff are working incredibly hard to support children 
learning both in and out of school whilst also responding to changes with their own family situations.  I genuinely 
could not hope to lead a more committed team and am grateful for their aspirational and positive approach 
every day. 
 
REMOTE LEARNING 
 
I am well aware that our remote learning approach is different to last time but want to stress that this is because 
we are reacting to government guidance.  There are bound to be teething problems and I really appreciate the 
fact that that lots of you have got in touch to share any obstacles you are finding so that we are able to help you 
overcome them.  As with all home learning, some families will think too much work is being set and some will 
feel that not enough is being set.  I have attached our Information about Provision for Remote Education, which 
can also be found on our school website.  The government recommend at least 3 hours of learning to take place 
at home each day, and we have asked children in key stage 2 to complete at least 4 hours.  Teachers will do their 
best to assign roughly this amount of work but every child and every family is different.  Some of you will be 
working at home and may also have children in various age group categories.  Therefore, please create a remote 
learning timetable which fits around your situation.  The phonics/reading, writing and maths tasks are the ones 
to prioritise as is some daily reading.  Nevertheless, we want to continue to offer our pupils a broad and balanced 
curriculum.  We are therefore also setting some physical, active challenges and topic related learning tasks which 
we would like them to complete. 
 
Staff are striving to ensure learning for children at home is as similar as possible to learning at school.  We are 
keen to try and ensure no child is disadvantaged and so we are ensuring the work set for those at home is also 
being followed by the children in school.  Please therefore try to complete the tasks the class teachers are setting 
rather than just setting your own. Microsoft Teams allows staff to see whether a learning activity has not been 
opened, just been 'viewed' or whether the work has been 'completed and submitted'.  It is therefore very 
important that we work together to solve any issues you are having in this area.  Staff capacity allowing, teachers 
will be trying to make a weekly phonecall home to speak to the children starting from Mon 11th January.  This 
will also provide you with an opportunity to talk through any issues you are having.  It would really help us 
manage our time, however, if you could be proactive in raising these as they arise via email instead.  That way 
they will hopefully be solved a lot quicker too!   
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During the autumn term I asked parents/carers to complete a form regarding the access children have at home 
to devices, should we ever find ourselves in the position of a partial school closure.  This week has shown that 
some families are still struggling in this area.  If you have already contacted the school office to raise this issue 
then please be reassured that I am doing my best to locate a device that can be loaned to you.  The government 
are currently prioritising secondary schools with regards to IT equipment, however I am trying several other 
routes and will get back in contact with you as soon as I have news.  In the meantime, you can of course contact 
your child's class teacher and make arrangements to pick up a printed pack which you can then drop back in for 
marking.   
 
ELIGIBILITY FOR A SCHOOL PLACE 
In communication at the start of the week, I outlined those children who are eligible for a school place due to 
their parents' critical worker status or their vulnerability.  Thank you to all those who have responded promptly 
as this has enabled me to set up timetables accordingly.  Do contact the school office if you have not done so 
already if you feel your child is eligible for a place and you want them to take it up.  I also want to acknowledge 
the fact that I am very aware some families have children who are eligible for a place but have taken the decision 
not to send their child in to school.  On behalf of the staff I want to thank you for only taking the days you need 
as this really does help us to manage our own capacity and the increased workload.   
Latest government guidance states: “Parents/carers who are critical workers should keep their children at home 
if they can”. We will of course continue to do all we can to provide for families whose children need to attend at 
present. 
 
I know we all remain mindful of everyone's safety and I want to thank you in advance for striving to keep to 
government guidance in your day to day life.  If your child is coming into school it is especially important for you 
to abide by the advice set as this too will help us reduce contacts and keep our school community safe.  
 
SCHOOL MAGAZINE 
During the lockdown last academic year, parents and children told us that you really liked the way the usual 
weekly newsletter became a School Magazine filled with photos of the children.  Pupils out of school enjoyed the 
opportunity to see what some of their classmates had been up to.  We will therefore be aiming to send out a 
School Magazine every Friday.  If you would like to send us one photo of your child/ren to show what they have 
been up to during that week, please email it to: d.mckaigg@woolprimary.com each week by Wednesday 
evening.  Any photos received after this time will be published the following week.  If you are sending in your 
child's photo you are giving permission for us to share it in the School Magazine which will be sent to all 
parent/carers in our school community. 
 
When the children are in school, we have regular opportunities for prayer and the children enjoy creating their 
own following their personal reflections.  I would love for them to continue to do this at home and for us to 
incorporate their prayers into our School Magazine.  It would be wonderful if your child/ren could write a prayer 
and email me: e.griffiths@woolprimary.dorset.sch.uk as I will then ensure it gets published in the magazine.   
I would love to include our whole school community in this so if any parents/carers want to do this too, then do 
please send them through.  
 
OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
I think the main message we all need to focus on is that communication is key!  Please do email and make 
contact to talk to us and share your experience.  That way we will be able to support and offer help.  Several of 
you have taken the time to communicate your thanks to us this week and I want to return the sentiment.  The 
kind words we have received in the form of an email, phonecall, or hurried conversation at drop off have meant 
a great deal to the staff.  Everyone is facing their own challenges at the moment and if we all strive to have a kind 
and positive mindset I know that we will be able to navigate these uncertain times with love and aspiration for 
our children and our school. 
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FACEBOOK 
Don't forget to look at our Wool Primary School Facebook page as we have already started uploading some 
videos to help us keep in touch.  We hope the children enjoy them! 
 
Stay safe, 

 
 
 
 

Mrs E Griffiths  
Headteacher 
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