
 



 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This is the final edition of our School Magazine for this half term.  Looking back over the last 6 weeks, I 
think we can all agree that a lot has been achieved.  We have all had to adjust to a new way of 
working and collaborating together, and our remote provision offer has continued to develop over 

time.  Our weekly celebrations assembly reflects the way in which the importance of our school values 
has extended beyond the building itself, and is has been wonderful to see families living out our vision 

and having a positive impact on those around them. 

During half term, I am sure many of you will be enjoying some pancakes as part of Shrove Tuesday on 
16th February.  This is the traditional feast the day before Lent begins the following day, on Ash 

Wednesday.  The period of Lent will continue for 40 days until Easter day and it was traditionally a 
time for fasting and reflects the time Jesus spent in the wilderness.  On Shrove Tuesday, Christians 

would use up all the eggs and fats in the house, and pancakes became an easy way to do 
this.  Christians would then go without luxurious foods throughout the period of Lent as they prepared 
for the celebrations of Easter.  Lent is now a time where people might give up sweets or desserts, for 
example.  Today, some people also use the 40 days of Lent to do something worthwhile to help those 
in need.  For example, supporting a charity, doing good deeds or helping others.  These activities help 

them to think about what other people need rather than about things they want for themselves. 

Throughout this half term, our theme for collective worship has been focused on making a difference 
and living as God intended.  I therefore want to challenge the children and families of Wool Primary to 
think about whether you can take some positive actions to help others during Lent.  Perhaps you could 

put one tin of food a day in a box and then donate to the local foodbank in time for 
Easter.  Alternatively, you might send one letter a day to someone you know, just to tell them how 

important they are to you.   

As you eat your pancakes this year, take a moment to reflect on all that you are grateful for and then 
consider how you can spread kindness over Lent.  If you do take up this challenge, I would love to hear 

about it so send me a photo or an email to let me know what you have been up to. 

Have a wonderful half term break and we look forward to seeing you again (even if it is virtually!) on 
Monday 22nd February, 

Mrs Griffiths 



 

There are two reasons why many parents and teachers will be 
celebrating this weekend: the first is Sunday is St Valentine’s day and 
the second is that the week following is Half Term (no “Teams” for a 

whole week!). 
The current pandemic mean it is all the more important to hold onto 
these moments of celebration.  Stress, exhaustion, and anxiety in 

society is particularly acute, and that is especially true for teachers, 
support staff, parents, carers and children.   Moments for celebration 
can be glimpses of light that break the monotony, help us relax, and 

remind us of joy, hope and all that lifts our spirits. 
Life for many of us is really tough at the moment and we might feel a 
bit unsure whether we feel like celebrating.  It takes a bit more effort, 

but there’s something all the more meaningful about celebrations 
during adversity.  They seem all the more precious and all the more 

eloquent at expressing the paradox of our lived experience. 
Enjoy the celebrations this weekend!  

 

Thought for 
the week “The Glory of God is a human being fully alive” 

St Irenaeus 
 

“Sin is behovely, but all shall be well, and all shall be 
well, and all manner of thing shall be well”  

Julian of Norwich  



 

Dear God,  

I hope everyone is 
safe and happy. I look 
forward to when 
Covid has gone, so we 
can all be together 
again. Amen.  

Prayer from Amelia. 
Y2. 



 

MANGAGING CONFLICT 

Being stuck in together can be a very trying time and it may be that 
conflicts and tensions can escalate is important to encourage time out and space for everyone so 
that they can unwind and have some time alone. Share the chores where you can so that everyone 
is working together. 

Your child may display challenging behaviour as they may feel cabin fever and are unable to get 
out of the house. Try to work a set of boundaries with the children so that they understand your 
expectations and you can grasp theirs too. Build in family time in the day so that children feel 
supported. Ensure they have a structure in their day to minimise conflict. 

Welcome to another 
newsletter and the final one 

of this half term.  
Surely, that's something to 
celebrate!  We have all got 
through the past half term 
learning and working from 
home or in very different 

circumstances than we are 
used to.  Well done!  We 

may be exhausted, but we 
have achieved it! Enjoy the 
half term break even though 
we are still in lockdown and 
make each other smile daily. 

I miss seeing everyone's 
smiles as they are so 

infectious but keep them 
beaming so that others will 

pick them up and carry them 
on. 

This week I have included 
some  helpful web links to 

support children's wellbeing 
at home. 

Keep safe and well 
 

Miss Hardy 
 

How can I talk to my child about their behaviour? 

Your child's behaviours is a form of communication about how they are feeling. When your child is 
acting out, it can be useful to think of an iceberg. The challenging behaviour is the tip, but there are 
likely to be a range of emotions hidden under the surface. By opening up a conversation with your 
child, you can find out more about how they are feeling and what is going on in their head. 

 Find a suitable time and place to talk (sometimes better when engaged in an activity of their 
choice) 

 Make it clear that the behaviour is the problem and not them. (validate their feelings then work on 
ways of managing them) 

 Explain why the behaviour is not OK so that they understand.  (you might say its OK to feel an-
gry, but it hurts when you hit and that is not OK) 

 Be curious, empathetic and non-judgmental (focus on listening, trying to understand form their 
perspective) 

 Use simple phrases (I notice.../I feel.../I wonder....) 

 Reassure them (love, happiness and you want to help) 

If you are concerned about your child's behaviour or well being then please contact the school, as we 
are here to help and support. 

https://purbeckeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/wool_homelearning_woolprimary_dorset_sch_uk/ErxysX5dyTZFtFEC5b6IKxgBDYN2D8x_4jun6LLKsRCExg?e=bZufyV
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/home-learning-unit-1


 

WHAT IS ANXIETY? 

Anxiety is a feeling of unease, such as a worry or fear, 
that can be mild or severe. Everyone has feelings of 
anxiety some time in their life. For example, you may 
feel worried about moving to the next school year, 
having to have an injection, sitting a test, going 
somewhere new or different. The list can go on. 

The pandemic and lockdown may impact on a child's 
mental health in many different ways. Children may be 
experiencing increased anxiety and struggling to 
understand how they are feeling. 

YoungMinds - children and young people's 
mental health charity 

We’re the UK’s leading charity fighting for 
children and young people's mental health. We 
will make sure all young people get the best 
possible mental health support and have the 
resilience to overcome life's challenges. 

Every Mind Matters | One You - The NHS 
website - NHSFeeling stressed, anxious, low or 
struggling to sleep?  

Every Mind Matters and One You can help with 
expert advice and practical tips. Start the 
fightback to a healthier you today. 

https://purbeckeducation-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/wool_homelearning_woolprimary_dorset_sch_uk/ErxysX5dyTZFtFEC5b6IKxgBDYN2D8x_4jun6LLKsRCExg?e=bZufyV
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/


 

Welcome to Oak Class 

Class Teacher: Mr Charman 

Teaching Assistant: Mrs Harris, Mrs Dando and 
Miss Wells 

Hi Oak Class 

As I type this, we are getting ready for 
our space/alien themed day today, Fri-
day. We have come to the end of our 

topic on space and aliens. I have looked 
at some sneaky pictures so I know that 

there are great costumes and headdress-
es . We have learnt about cosmonauts 

and astronauts , from Gagarin to Collins, 
Aldrin and Armstrong. I wonder what we 

will be learning about next ?  

Have a great week everyone. 

Mr Charman 

Theo has baked some delicious 
space cookies. Wow! 

Lola has been doing some fun 
wellbeing activities. 

Isaac has created a wonderful tree with his 
family after collective worship 



 

Welcome to Willow Class 

Class Teacher: Miss Snooks 

Teaching Assistant: Mrs Plewka 

Hello Willow class!  
 

Wow! You have all worked extremely 
hard this half term and should be very 
proud of yourselves for showing per-
severance, aspiration and love! It has 
been fantastic to see you all at the live 

lessons every morning and Miss P 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed mark-
ing your assignments.  I hope you all 
have a lovely half term, spending time 
with your family at home and I am 
sure catching up with friends and 

family on the phone. I look forward to 
hearing all about your half term.  

 
Miss Snooks.  

Eboney has coloured in some 
beautiful hearts. 

Jess has taken part in a Baton 
Twirling competition this week. 

She placed 
Basic Strut 1st Place 

Military Strut 1st Place  
Fancy Strut 1st Place 
Pom Routine 1st Place 
Baton Solo 1st Place 

And has qualified for nationals, 
well done Jess! 



 
Welcome to Beech Class 
Class Teacher: Mrs Johnson 
Teaching Assistants: Mr McKaigg, Miss Brown and 
Mrs Slowther 

Hello Beech Class 

It was lovely to see some of you on Monday for the live session, 
and to share a guided reading lesson with you. Hopefully the 
lesson reminded you of how we complete our sentences in guid-
ed sessions using the question to form part of your sentences. 

After half term we will be changing our text, so the rest of the Mr 
Penguin story can be found in the files section of Teams. I hope 
you have enjoyed the book, I thought it was a lovely book full of 
adventure and great vocabulary to extend your writing. 

The live sessions after half term will be focussing on the Guided 
Reading lessons we have and I will be reading to you every 
Monday. I will also choose a story book for us to enjoy, and pre-
record myself reading it to you , so we can share a story togeth-
er. 

I hope you all have a lovely break next week and have the op-
portunity to do lots of fun things away from a screen! I am 
looking forward to spending time with my children, going for 
long walks, trying new recipes and lots of running – let’s hope it 
stays dry! 

Take care Beech Class, 

Mrs Johnson 

Theo has been creating some 
awesome Lego creations 

Lexi has made a 
watermelon shark 
this week. YUM! 

Sam has made an 
awesome fortune 
teller for Chinese 

New Year 



 

Class Teacher: Miss Warner 
Teaching Assistant: Mrs Vaughan and Miss Brown 

Hello Chestnut Class!  

It's our final week and I have to say I 
think this has been the best week yet 
for your work! You all seem to have 
got the hang of online learning and 
are doing so brilliantly at making sure 
work is handed in to a high standard. 
I was particularly impressed with 
your instruction writing at the end of 
last week.  Your graphs were also 
very good too. You have all worked so 
hard these last few weeks and it is 
time for a well deserved break. Have a 
great half-term! 

Miss Warner 

Some brilliant self portraits 
from Matthew and Esmae. Well 

done! 



 

Welcome to Elm Class 
Class Teacher: Miss Knowles 
Teaching Assistants: Mr McKaigg 

Hello Elm Class!  

Congratulations on making it through a tough half term! I 
have been continually impressed by your positive attitudes to 
learning and how you have shown our school value of 
PERSEVERANCE when technology has challenged you! Many 
of you have also demonstrated our school value of LOVE in 
the way that you have commented on each other's posts in 
positive and helpful ways. It has been great getting to see 
you each week during our live lessons and I look forward to 
increasing those live sessions to 3 times a week so we can 
check in with each other and stay connected. A big well done 
for the autobiographies you have written - I really enjoyed 
reading about your funny memories and the exciting things 
that have happened to you so far in your lives. Another well 
done for the creative, yet scientifically accurate, biomes in a 
box that you created as part of our Voyage of Discovery topic 
work. I hope you all have a relaxing break over half term and 
that you enjoy some screen-free time with your families!  

Keep smiling! 

Miss Knowles 

Noah’s 
biome 

Archie’s Artic 
biome 

Sleepy 
puppies and a 
mummy hug. 

Ethan’s Artic biome 



   

Hi All, 
 

I hope you have all had a great week! 
Hasn’t it been frosty! It’s a great time at 

the moment to go outside and stand 
quietly to listen to all the creatures 

around you. How many different birds do 
you think you can hear? How many 

different sounds could you hear? 
 

For half term I hope you get a chance to 
get outside and go for lovely walking in 

nature! 
 

Have a great week 
Emma 

Hello 

I expect you’re looking forward to half term even though none of us 
will be able to go away like we might do normally.  I’m sure the 
whole family will enjoy having a rest from schoolwork, especially if 
you’ve been doing it at home.   

Having a rest and doing something different is good for us.  In the 
Bible there is always good advice and in one of the Psalms, which 
are the beautiful poetry and songs in the Old Testament, there is one 
particular line in Psalm 23 verse 2 that says:  

‘He (God) lets me rest in fields of green grass and leads me to quiet 
pools of fresh water.’  I think that sounds lovely, I love green fields 
and pools of water.  It might be a bit cold, but even if we can’t get 
outside, we can imagine what it feels like to rest in a beautiful 
place.  Here’s a prayer that you can say to thank God for the 
holidays. 

  

Holidays give us time to rest and relax, 

so we say…Thank you, Father God. 

Holidays give us time for fun and games, 

so we say…Thank you, Father God. 

Holidays give us time to read new books, 

so we say…Thank you, Father God. 

  

Many blessings for a happy and safe half term holiday, Rev Sandra 



 

Oak EYFS 38% 

Oak Year 1 29% 

Willow Class 17% 

Beech Year 3 4% 

Beech Year 4 0% 

Chestnut Class 14% 

Elm Class 40% 

I have added some links to some brilliant websites 
that provide online maths manipulatives. These can 

really help working out a tricky calculation or to 
understand a task 

Have a great half term Mr McKaigg 

Ethan 

Oak Class Lola Willow Class Jessica 

Beech Class Noah  
Chestnut 

Class 
Tilly 

Elm Class Ethan   

Well done everyone!!  

Keep ROCKING ON !!! 

https://mathsbot.com/manipulativeMenu
https://www.didax.com/math/virtual-manipulatives.html


  

How many of these can you 
read this week? 

 An information book 
about an animal 

 A book with a place name 
in the title 

 A poem 

 A news article 

KS2 After you have read a book, give yourself on 
the accelerated reader and we’ll see who can read 

the most words in the school. Who will it be? 

THIS WEEK IT’S 

Michael in Chestnut 

With 

452,238 word 

Please click the link to access your 
accelerated reader account. If you 
do not have your login or have 

difficulty logging in please email 
Mr McKaigg at 

David.Mckaigg@woolprimary.com 

Top 5 Readers in the School 

Michael 452,238  

Elliot 258,655  

Daisy 189,990  

Gabby 181,735  

Jacob 139,692  

https://ukhosted69.renlearn.co.uk/2236730/Public/RPM/Login/Login.aspx?srcID=s


  

SHOW THE LOVE BY CREATING A VOICE FOR CHANGE THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE 
TO IGNORE 

Show the Love is an annual celebration of everything we care about and 
want to protect from the worst impacts of the climate crisis. Every February, 
since 2015, people from across the UK use the power of green hearts to join 
together and ask politicians to put aside their differences and tackle the cli-

mate crisis.  

The past year has been a year like no other. The devastating impacts of the 
pandemic have impacted us all, and made us value what we love more than 

ever.  

Join us between 1st - 21st February and use your voice to ask politicians to 
commit to building a cleaner, greener world that works for everyone. By tak-
ing part you’re joining with hundreds of thousands of people - from musi-

cians to football clubs, community groups to businesses, astronauts to 
schoolchildren, teachers and faith leaders - to show the love for everything 

we want to protect from the climate crisis. 
 

Please click the heart above to find out more about it 

https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/show-the-love

