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Ancient Mayans, 

Mexico and chocolate! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

English: Chestnut Class will be reading 

the historical novels: ‘Flamingo Boy’ and 

‘The Giant’s Necklace’. From these books 

children will continue to develop positive 

attitudes to reading and refine deduction 

and inference skills in order to deepen 

their comprehension of the text. 

Children will plan and carry out debates, 

write in a range of genres (including fact 

files and newspaper articles). 

Maths: Chestnut Class will be learning the skills of 

division and how this links in with fractions, decimals 

and percentages. Times tables knowledge is key for 

understanding fractions and quick fire mental maths. 

Children will divide and multiply whole numbers and 

decimals by 100, 1000 and 10,000 and solve scale up 

and down problems.  They will also learn how to round 

decimal numbers to three decimal places. In addition, 

children will explore measures such as units of time.  

They will also use conversions to solve problems 

involving length, mass, volume and money.  

 

 

 

Science/ DT:  We will understand the principles of a 

healthy and varied diet and we will cook a variety of 

savoury dishes using a range of cooking techniques 

whilst exploring Mexican recipes. Children will learn 

the main parts of the circulatory system and describe 

the functions of the heart blood vessels and blood. 

We will make our own simulated digestive system and 

recognise the impact of how diet, exercise and drugs 

affects the body. 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanities: We will study the achievements of 

one of the earliest civilisations – the Ancient 

Mayans, who lived in Mexico. We will study 

what we know about their lives and investigate 

how they may have died out using evidence of 

the past. Children will study the countries of 

South America that the Mayans inhabited and 

will develop knowledge of human and physical 

geography of Central and South America by 

exploring rainforests, pollution, fair trade … and 

chocolate! 

Art/DT/Music: In dance and drama, pupils will re-

enact the Mayan Creation story and improvise 

tribal music and dance routines using a range of 

movement and patterns. We will develop listening 

skills whilst exploring modern day Mexican music 

and recall sounds with increasing memory. We will 

compare the Hakka rugby warrior dance to the 

Mayan tribal dances. We will learn playground 

games to teach the younger children and will also 

design, make and evaluate our own Mayan Tribal 

masks whilst studying Mexican art. 

 

RE: We will continue 
to discuss epiphany 
and incarnation.  We 
will also explore the 
teachings of Sikh 
stories. Children will 
be encouraged to 
develop their own 
spirituality by 
questioning and 
challenging. 

ICT:  Children will 

continue to use 

programming language 

and create games and 

quizzes using code.org 

and discovery.org.  They 

will develop skills of using 

algorithms and 

debugging. 

 

PE: We will learn the 

Mayan game of Pok –a –

tok and adapt it to a 

modern day game. We will 

learn to mark, attack and 

defend in hockey and 

netball.  Children will 

develop flexibility and 

strength in gymnastics and 

create Mayan tribal 

dances. 

PSHE: Children will continue to consider how 
best to develop their own positive well being 

whilst also studying the power of Not Yet! 
Mindfulness strategies will also help children 

nurture a growth mindset and help build 
resilience and perseverance.  Mistakes help us 

become better learners! We will also think 
about Living in the Wider World > Rules, Rights 
and Responsibilities and how we care for the 

environment. 
 

FRENCH: As linguists we 

will learn new 

vocabulary about 

ourselves.  Children will 

be taught how to meet 

and greet French 

speakers by sharing 

facts about our lives in 

complete sentences.  


